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Dear friends of Double Joy
We have two excellent visitors’ reports in this issue, along with lots of
photos from those visits to brighten theses pages!
Although funds, as always, are stretched to the limit to cover costs (and
with the continuing uncertain Brexit situation the exchange rate remains
unfavourable) Double Joy manages to keep providing wonderful support
to needy children. The changes outlined in Peter Atin’s report mean that
the role played by DJ will also continue to change, but still be as vital to
the local community, and every bit as worth while. Your ongoing support
will still be appreciated as much as ever.
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Hilary Hall, Newsletter Editor

Manager’s Report
May l take this chance to thank everyone who has been supporting Double Joy either physically,
spiritually or financially. Your kindness and commitment positioned us where we are now. We
seriously need your support more than ever during the difficulties caused by climate change.
Secondly, 73 of our children, who have been transferred to two local schools, are adapting well to
their new learning environment. The four learning disabled children who live here are doing well
in our newly adapted programme designed for their needs. An Education Department official visited Double Joy to
assess/advise on special needs education. She was satisfied and found we already have the structure and teachers for a
possible future programme to provide an intake for other children with special needs.

Thirdly, your recent support and generosity has funded 4
further water tanks, two rocket stoves (see picture on
Page 3) and compost toilets for the younger children.
The stoves and compost loo were built by Joanna and
Phillip from England, who visited for three weeks.
Thank you a thousand times. May God bless you all.

Peter Atin, Manager

Appeal for Sponsors

In January 2020, 6 girls and 10 boys aged 15 (Class 8) will
start secondary school and will need to be supplied with
clothing and equipment, estimated at Kes 74,000
each boy (£570, US$ 720), and Kes 75,000 each girl
(£580, US$ 730).
Kes = Kenya Shillings  (1,000 kes = £7.80, US$ 10 - approx)

The breakdown of costs is as follows:-

Fees: 42,000, Uniform 9,000, Bedding 4,000, Trunk/suitcase 4,000
Shoes: 3,000 - includes school shoes, sport shoes and slippers.
Underwear: 2,000 -includes petticoat, vest, nightdress, underpants/
knickers and belts.
Books: 6,000 - includes dictionary, mathematical table, bible, geometrical
set  and atlas.
Transport/Miscellaneous: 4,000 for boys, 5,000 for girls - includes transport
and personal effects e.g. soaps, pens, and  sanitary goods.
Offers to sponsor a child through the first year of secondary school would
be most welcome. If you could offer this support please refer enquiries to
Eric at doublejoy1994@gmail.com



First Visit to Double Joy
It brings me so much pleasure to tell you all about the recent 3 week visit my wife Joanna and I made to Double Joy.
We arrived tired after our long journey via Kisumu, but very excited to meet the children. As soon as we arrived we had a
host of small volunteers, with giant smiles on their faces, helping us in with our bags and excited to see the visitors! We
were introduced to the whole school at that evening’s assembly, where all the children and staff come together daily to sing
and pray. This became such a precious time in our routine. It was truly touching every night to hear all the children singing
at the tops of their voices, genuinely full of happiness. We’re still singing all the songs now!
The first few days were spent settling in and finding our feet. We were made to feel very welcome by all the staff and
children, who LOVE visitors! We felt so much at ease immediately that we felt as though we had been there for months!
I wasted no time at all getting involved in the continuous football matches and relays.
Joanna could be seen learning new dance moves with the girls or teaching British bulldog
to 40 children! The children entertained us in the evenings, with beautiful Luo and Kenyan
traditional songs from the girls and some outstanding dancing from the boys! They have
numerous talents - singing, drawing, dancing, sport, writing. As one of their teachers
pointed out, their talents only show through when they are provided with the tools they
need, which highlighted to me the importance of the much needed sports equipment and
stationary my colleagues at the Parachute Regiment had donated for them. The children
were so appreciative, and we played sport every Sunday afternoon on the Double Joy
field in the sun.

While the children were at school we tried to get as involved as possible with the running of the
compound. Thomas, the games teacher, took us to the local primary schools to join in the games
afternoons with the children. Joanna got stuck in with washing children’s clothes with the house mothers,
and the extensive washing up process after 95 children have had breakfast/lunch/tea! Peter [Atin] had
highlighted that the current cooking method was using too much expensive firewood so tasked Julius*
and myself with building two ‘rocket stoves’ to provide a more efficient way of cooking. They seemed to
work well on the test runs so hopefully more can be built. We also made an experimental composting
toilet and composting pit to replace the pit latrines. These sound to be a roaring success so more of these
will be added in time.
During our visit the water tanks we had been fundraising for with the help of friends and colleagues
were installed. Since we take water for granted in the UK it’s hard to even imagine the stress of the
Kenyan dry season, when water truly is the most valuable of commodities. We pray that it rains for a
little while longer to fill the tanks ready for the summer drought. The job is not yet done, however, and
there is still space and need for more tanks.
It’s hard to stress what an amazing place Double Joy is. It was apparent

from everywhere we visited that Double Joy is held in such
high esteem within the local community, as it provides jobs
and importantly a place for children who otherwise would be
alone. It’s also even harder to stress how fantastic the
children are. Each child has a different story,  talent, or
interest, and they’re all individuals. They are so grateful for
everything that is being done for them and you, the donors, are
in every prayer they say. One thing that really stood out to us
was how well behaved and kind the children are to each
other, especially the oldest children, in class 8. They look after, nurture and take
responsibility for the younger children in a way that I genuinely have never seen before.
Mary Hinde pointed out a possible reason for this is that the staff at Double Joy set such a good example. I have to agree, as
every member of staff is an absolute emblem of selflessness, generosity, integrity, kindness and courage. We feel proud to
have met them and now call them friends.

I also want to praise Peter Atin who works tirelessly for Double Joy; he is there from dawn until
after dusk 6 days a week and will still be seen there on his day off. Loved by the children and staff
alike, he truly cares about them in return. Lastly, I want to mention Mary Hinde, without whose
vision and unwavering strength Double Joy would never have been formed. Our time spent with
her was very precious and our conversations so interesting – someone must write a book!
So that was our trip! I would say ‘trip of a lifetime’ but we’ll be back! To be welcomed into the
family that is Double Joy Children’s Farm was a joy and a privilege for us both and everyone there
has a special place in our hearts. We miss and love them all and can’t wait to see them all again.
Thank you so much to everyone who supports this fantastic place; it is truly a place full of joy.
Phillip Riley



My Visit to Double Joy - 11th Feb to 6th March 2019 by Chrissie Hinde

I am always struck on my visits to Double Joy how happy the children seem and
how well the children look out for each other. Their experiences of having lost
so much appears to create a bond between them. I see how the support they
get from the staff in coping with great loss in their lives and knowing they are
not alone is tremendously healing. In their letters they often describe living
together as brothers and sisters, meaning they are like a big family.
(I remember noticing this too when I visited in 2011 Ed)

A highlight for me on this visit was playing games and doing art and craft
activities with the children with paints I had brought. Art materials are a luxury
so the art sessions were received with great enthusiasm and wonderful spontaneous
creativity.   The children really relish opportunities to be creative and learn new games.

I was able to attend both a Board of Management and Trustees Meeting whilst at DJ and witnessed the wise oversight and
guidance that these dynamic, influential people provide. DJ is fortunate in having attracted excellent support from the
community and its elders.

Changes at Double Joy: The Kenyan Education Department is rolling out a new policy and has recommended that children
at school in DJ would be better catered for in a larger, mainstream school setting. DJ schooling had smaller classes more
tailored to individual needs, but going out to school will enable more valuable community integration. Most of the children
have now started at local Primary schools while DJ continues to run its Nursery class and Special Educational Needs class.

The Children’s Dept continues to see DJ as a valuable resource for destitute and
abandoned children, but it is likely that they will move towards more shorter term
placements at DJ with a Special Educational Needs Resource on site.  The
government is now investing more funds in foster care schemes.

We continue to look at ways of reducing the running costs of DJ to make it more
sustainable in the future.  The children are learning how to nurture tree seedlings
and are planting many trees which can in the longer term help with the cost of

Chrissie and Mary Hinde

Treasurer’s Report
Sponsoring of current university students
continues, though we won’t need
sponsorships for future students as they can
now apply for Kenyan government loans for
course fees and maintenance costs. This was
jointly agreed by trustees of Double Joy itself

and Friends of Double Joy.

£3,000 was donated for 3 water tanks, to reduce the amount of extra water bought
during the dry season. Generous grants arrived from Merstham Aid Project (£500),
Cutforth Trust (£800) and a legacy of £5,000 in May. Thank you everyone for your
contributions.

Sponsors were found for Moses Baraka, allowing him to attend St Oda's school for
the blind where he is doing very well. (Two people offered to sponsor him, so thank
you both!)

Standing orders from supporters provided £47,125, up by £3,960 from last year. We sent £118,905 to Double Joy in 2018.

£14,490 was carried forward to Friends of Double Joy’s account in 2019 and, in February, we sent an extra £1,500 to buy
school uniforms and equipment for 73 children moving into local schools.

Although we regularly send £6,500 - £7,000 a month for the general expenses, Double Joy has requested £8,000 per
month, though it is understood that we are not able to quite stretch to this sum. Although the figures mentioned above
show we keep afloat, there are some months when we are only just able to send the required funds. An increase in new
regular donors, or increased regular donations, would help enormously with monthly budgeting. If you pay UK tax, please
do Gift Aid any donations!

Recently, numerous car boot sales, a sponsored walk in Dorset and a fundraising gig in Sheffield have helped ease the
pressure on our financial balance. Once again thank you very much for all your generosity and hard work, enabling us to
continue to support this most worthwhile venture.

Sue Hilliard, Treasurer FoDJ

A rocket stove: a brick enclosed wood
burning stove which uses 60% less

firewood than the open stoves
previously in use.



Friends of Double Joy (Reg Charity No 1087172)
supports Double Joy Children’s Farm, a home and school for children orphaned by AIDS:
PO Box 435, Bondo 40601, Kenya    www.double-joy.org.uk

UK Head Office: Eric Roseden, 24 Knowe Hill Crescent, Lancaster LA1 4JY
e-mail: doublejoy1994@gmail.com Tel: (01524) 383763

Newsletter: Hilary Hall, Stoney Brook, Back Lane, Totley Rise, Sheffield S17 4HP
e-mail: hilaryblythesings@yahoo.co.uk Tel: (0114) 236 3309

Chrissie Hinde: chrissiehinde@ymail.com

Ready to print STANDING ORDER FORMS for making regular donations to Double Joy
and Gift Aid Declaration forms, are available to download from the website. No gift is too small. (Ed)

Donations by post for Double Joy should be sent to the Treasurer -
Mrs Susan Hilliard, 40 Downside Close, Blandford Forum, Dorset, DT11 7SD

Tel: (01258) 454415
Cheques (UK only) should be made payable to ‘Friends of Double Joy’

To pay by BACS please email Susan at special_lily31@yahoo.co.uk
Bank details:  The Co-operative Bank, Stockport, Sort Code 08-92-99, acc No. 65063707 Type no: 78

Don’t forget to send information
about your own fundraising
efforts to the Newsletter Editor for
inclusion in the next issue.
You might just inspire someone
else to start a new fundraising
adventure!

Fund Raising

Don’t forget  to visit the Double Joy website - www.double-joy.org.uk for latest news and more photos!

Double Joy Sheffield Fundraiser- Friday 7th June

Fundraising can be fun and a great way of bringing people together. This event
proved just that. We were treated to a wonderful line up of talent with Jim Darnall’s
beautiful ballads, Abdul’s powerful Kurdish folk songs, a very moving performance
from ‘Singing Through the Seasons’ choir and a wonderful finale from Sheffield’s
fantastic funky dance band The Free Radicals.  We raised £725 for Double Joy and left
with smiles all round.  A truly uplifting occasion. Thank you, thank you, thank you.

Chrissie Hinde

Me and my friends formed a small business for a
Sheffield Youth Enterprise competition. We were
called Dino Lino and we made lino-printed t-shirts,
bags and cards. We sold some of these at Sheffield
Quaker Meeting to raise money for Double Joy. I am
in the middle of this photo and my other friends are
(L-R): Evie, Jess, Latifah and Jess
Emily Lallemand (Sheffield Young Friend)

Photo copyright The Free Radicals

Donations via the website:  To give to Friends of Double Joy from anywhere in the world, by debit/credit card or PayPal,
(you don’t need a PayPal account) go to www.double-joy.org.uk and press the ‘Donate’ button to contribute. If you

struggle to negotiate this page, please contact Eric at doublejoy1994@gmail.com and he will do his best to help.


